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I. Atlanta:  The Economic Engine of the Southeast

Government

• Atlanta is the capital of Georgia

• The State of Georgia’s 81st governor is Sonny Perdue

• The City of Atlanta is led by Mayor Shirley Franklin and a 15-member city 

council that is managed by a Council President

• Atlanta’s symbol is the Phoenix, a legendary bird of Egyptian mythology 

that rose from its own ashes with  renewed strength and beauty. The seal 

of the city bears the Phoenix and the Latin term, “Resurgens”, which 

means “rising again”.
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I. Atlanta:  The Economic Engine of the Southeast

• Southeast is the leading
market for economic
growth in U.S.

• 4th largest economy (GDP) in
the world at $1.72 trillion 

• Population:  52.5 million

• Population increase of
7.7 million people in last
10 years 

• Annual retail sales:  almost $1
billion

• 23.4 million workers

• Georgia is economic
leader in the region

2006 data:  Southeast states include FL, GA, AL, MS, NC, SC, TN



I. Atlanta:  The Economic Engine of the Southeast
• Atlanta is 9th Largest U.S. Population Center &
fastest growing

• 2nd Largest Job Generator in 2005, behind
Phoenix

• #1 in the World in Air Passenger Traffic

• Third Largest Fortune 500 Headquarters
Concentration in U.S.

• Population:  5.1 million (2006)

• Work Force:  2.6 million (May 2006)

• Population 25 years and over with Bachelor’s or 
Better:  34.7% (2003)

• Daily Passenger Flights from Hartsfield-Jackson:
2,600

• Cost of Living Index:  97.5 (1st Qtr 2006) 
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If Atlanta Were a Country, It Would Rank 28th in the 
World in GDP

Atlanta has a larger GDP than Greece, Ireland, Hong  Kong & Singapore 
(Philippines - 47 th $85.1 B)

$223.2Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta GA28

$681.5Korea (Republic of) (South)10

$993.1Spain9

$995.8Canada8

$1,649.4China (Excluding Hong Kong)7

$1,680.7Italy6

$2,018.1France5

$2,125.5United Kingdom4

$2,706.7Germany3

$4,668.5Japan2

$11,733.5United States1



I. The Economic Engine of the Southeast:
Fortune 500 Headquarters – 3rd Nationally

Source: Fortune Magazine, April 2007



I. The Economic Engine of the Southeast:
Major Corporate Headquarters & Large Manufacturers

Source: Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce Listing of HQ Locations



I. The Economic Engine of the Southeast:
2007 Georgia & Metro Atlanta Rankings

�������������	�
���
�	�
���������	
��


�

������
��������
�

�������	�������������
��������������
� ������ �����
���������������
�� ��� �!�
"���������������
#����������
$������%���&'()
*������+����,�

�-�������&�����������

���������	
�������
	���
����	�������

+�.�/	��
���
�	�
���������

��������
���
�

 �!�	�
�"���#
�$%	�!�
!
�

���������	�0�1��( ��
2��������3�&���� 22
&����������'�(�� )�
������������'��� ��
���������4����� ��
"�������
�����5���� $
��������6����,��5��� $
#���������������� #
��������6���� &��� #
��������������&�� #

�����������
����
����	�������	������

+4��
���
�	�
�����)����*�!�����



�+���
� 	�	!
�

����������'���
2�������������
� ������ 6���� &���
,��������'�(��
��������&�,���7���
"������8����!���
#������
�������
$������
���'�����)
*������8�����

�-�����
��!�

���������	
�������
	���
����	�������

����������
���
�
�	
��


� !�
�$�-����-�

���������	
���
������

���������!���
�(����
+�!�'���#.�/�
�
�

��������������
���
���



The Economic Engine of the Southeast:
Federal Government Center

# of Employees

� U.S. Post Office 13,000

� Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 6,900 

� Internal Revenue Service 3,500
� Veterans Administration 2,400

� Environmental Protection Agency 1,300

� Federal Reserve Bank (6th District) 1,200
� Social Security Administration 850

� Food and Drug Administration 275

� Federal Emergency Management Agency 100

Source: Atlanta Federal Executive Board, July and September 2004



I. The Economic Engine of the Southeast:
Balanced Economy Fuels Atlanta Area Jobs

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2006



II. Atlanta:  A Global Image
International Presence

Top Ten Countries

of Firms # of Employees Consulate Chamber *

� Japan 277 17,709              � �
� Germany 305 11,707              � �
� The Netherlands     184 10,683              � �
� United Kingdom 236 6,879               � �
� France 162 6,460               � �
� Canada 104 6,246               � �
� Sweden    90 5,867 � �
� Switzerland 117 2,875 � �
� Belgium 48                 1,886 � �
� Denmark 58 1,799 � �

*Includes trade offices and business offices

Source:  Georgia Department of Economic Development September 2005 
and Atlanta Business Chronicle, Book of Lists 2004-2005



II. Atlanta:  A Global Image
Top 20 Foreign-Based Employers

CIBA Vision Accenture
Siemens Energy & Automation Atlas Cold Storage
Matsushita Communications Thomas Concrete 
Panasonic Automotive Systems Oldcastle Inc. 
Yamaha Motor Corporation UCB Pharma
InterContinental Hotels Group Lanier Worldwide 
Columbian Chemicals American Honda Finance Corp.
Akzo Nobel Coatings ING Americas
Merial Ltd. Exel
Larfarge Materials RBS Lynk

Source:  Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce International Directory, 2007



Located in the southeastern portion of the U.S., more than 80% of U.S. 

consumers can be reached from Atlanta in two flight hours or two truckload 

delivery days

II. Atlanta:  A Global Image
Strategic Location

Source:  Georgia Power Company



II. Atlanta:  A Global Image
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport

• #1 in the world in passenger volume (89 million)

• 80% of the U.S. market within a 2-hour flight
• 33 passenger carriers

• 2,700 daily departures and arrivals

• Over 700 weekly direct flights to more than 80
international destinations

• 16 cargo-only carriers

• Maynard H. Jackson International Terminal
to be completed by 2011

• $6 billion expansion including the completed 
fifth runway
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II. Atlanta:  A Global Image
Delta’s Hub an Extensive Network

Source:  Delta Air Lines



II. Atlanta:  A Global Image
Strategic Location for Highways, Rail & Sea

Highways

• Three major interstate highways (I-75, I-85, I-20)

Rail

• The Rail center of the South and one of the five most important distribution 

centers in the U.S.

• CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southern each operate more than 100 

freight trains daily

• Overnight “piggy-back” freight service is available from the ports of 

Savannah and Brunswick, GA; Jacksonville, FL; New Orleans, LA and 

Charleston, SC

• One of the largest inland ports in the world

Sea

• Atlanta is 400 kilometers from the Port of Savannah, the nation’s fastest 

growing and 4th largest container port



Largest Distribution Markets in the U.S.:
Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas

Source:  Global Insight Inc.



II. Atlanta:  A Global Image
A Telecommunications and High-Technology Hub

• Industry giants AT&T, Sprint, 

Verizon and Comcast are joined 

by more than 200 long distance 

providers

• Fifteen daily newspapers, 20 

television stations, and more than 

20 regional bureaus of national 

and international broadcast and 

print news operate out of Atlanta

• Award winning cable stations 

CNN, TNT, Headline News, The 

Weather Channel and The 

Cartoon Network are based here

� High-Technology:

– 1st in world in Internet Security

– 2nd in Telecommunications 
employment

– 4th fastest growing computer 
and software city

– 4th in High-Tech productivity 
among the top 10 US cities

– 6th in Software industry 
employment

– 7th in Biotechnology



III. Atlanta:  World Class Talent
Home to an Outstanding Workforce

• Ranked 7th in the nation for the percent of its population having 
completed college (34.7% of adults 25 years and older)

• 2.6 million in the workforce

• 2.39 million employed

• 4.6% unemployment rate

• 5.6% unionization rate in 2004 – Georgia is a right to work state

Source:  Bureau of the Census, Bureau of Labor Statistics, July 2005; Economy.com, July 2005, 
MACOC; U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2003



III. Atlanta:  World Class Talent
An Education Center in Higher Education

Top Ten Colleges & Universities based on Enrollment :

3,974DeVry Institute of Technology

4,915Clark Atlanta University

5,661Clayton College & State University

10,255State University of West Georgia

11,654Emory University

16,634 Georgia Institute of Technology

17,485Kennesaw State University

17,573Georgia Perimeter College

28,042Georgia State University

33,878University of Georgia

Over 215,000 students are enrolled in institutes of  higher education in 
metro Atlanta



Metro Atlanta has more than two dozen small busines s incubators focusing on high 
technology.  Several organizations also promote ong oing research

• Advanced Technology Development Center at Georgia Tech

• American Cancer Society

• Biotechnology Development Center (Emory and Georgia Tech)

• Emory University - Medical Research Facilities

• Georgia Biomedical Partnership

• Georgia Center for Advanced Telecommunications Technologies

• Georgia Research Alliance (GRA)

• Arthritis Foundation & American Cardiovascular Research Institute

• Morehouse School of Medicine

• U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

• Yerkes Regional Primate Research Center

III. Atlanta:  World Class Talent
Health Care, Research & Development Facilities

Over $1 billion spent 
on Research & 
Development with 
over 50 eminent 
scholars

GRA has invested 
over $400 million in 
capital investments; 
leveraged over $2 
billion

Source:  National Science Foundation 



III. Atlanta:  World Class Talent

� Atlanta leads the nation in its gain in overall U.S. market share of 
college-educated 25- to 34-year-olds – the most coveted 
demographic in the nation

� They are known as the “Young and Restless” and every city is 
competing for them

� Atlanta has:
– Outperformed its competitor regions of Boston, Washington-

Baltimore, Chicago and Detroit
– Beat out larger cities of New York, Los Angeles and Chicago
– Been a center for college-educated African-American 

professionals
– Better educated young adults on average than those in other 

metropolitan areas



IV. Atlanta:  Business Climate
An Affordable Place to Live
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IV. Atlanta:  Business Climate
A Competitive Place to Do Business
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V. Atlanta:  Quality of Life
Much to See and Do

• 64 state parks and historic sites
• Lakes:  Lanier, Allatoona, Oconee
• World class concert venues & museums
• Stone Mountain Memorial Park
• Olympic Centennial Park
• Zoo Atlanta
• Georgia Aquarium
• Martin Luther King, Jr Center
• Presidential Library & Carter Center
• Atlanta Botanical Gardens
• State of the Art Sports Facilities with six 

professional franchises
• 100 Beautiful Sites for Golf
• Home of the Atlanta Lawn Tennis Association 

(ALTA)



VI. In Summary…..
Where Opportunities Lie

• National & Regional Headquarters Relocations
• Logistics
• Information Technology
• Software Development & Applications
• Financial Services
• Manufacturing
• Retail of Goods & Services
• Hospitality
• Real Estate
• Business Services
• Health Care Services



VI. Metro Atlanta Is About …..

� 147 Years of Chamber History working for you
� More than a City; It is about a Region
� Leading national average in key indicators that are 

important to you
� Access to Markets & Logistics – air, rail, roads, sea
� Fortune 500 companies in Atlanta
� Diversified economy
� Key talent
� Quality of life



www.MetroAtlantaChamber.com

GlobalCommerce@macoc.com


